Hello, Kids of Tomorrow’s Generation!  

Welcome to 8th Grade English Class

With Mrs. Foley!! (
The following are some classing procedures that will help to make your adjustment to 8th grade a bit easier.  Please refer to this sheet whenever you are unsure of where to locate supplies in this room or how to go about completing tasks for this class.

Our class rules are:

1. Follow directions the first time given.

2. Raise your hand to be recognized before speaking.

3. Bring books and necessary materials to class.

4. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.

5. No swearing or harassing.

Please remember these at all times and remember why we are here.  School is work. Following these rules make everyone’s job easier.

Language Arts class consists of many skills.  These are the ways we all sharpen them.

Writing

· Writer’s Notebooks will contain daily writing in different forms.  These need to be with you every day.  Keep it in your notebook and have your notebook with you in class.  These books will be collected and checked each marking period.  The only bonus work offered in this class is in the form of quickwrites.  You are permitted 6 bonus quickwrites per marking period provided you do not miss more than one required assignment that marking period.  When you fill a writer’s notebook book, place it into your writing folder.
· Writing Folders will hold all writing not completed in notebooks.  They are located in the crates on the counter.  Please DO NOT remove these from the classroom unless you ask first.  You will keep track of all of your writing pieces on the table of contents and the skills you master on the skills checklist.
*** You MUST do the following in ALL writing:

1. Use capital letters for proper nouns and for the first word in a sentence.

2. Use end punctuation for sentences. 

3. Answer all homework and quizzes in complete sentences unless you are told otherwise. 

     This list of musts will grow as you master more and more skills. (
Reading

· In-class reading – Some of the novels, plays, short stories, and poetry that are part of our class curriculum will be read in class.  There will be occasions when you will have some reading to complete at home.  It is almost a guarantee that if such reading is assigned, it will be checked with a quiz the next day.
· Independent reading – This will be explained more throughout the first week of school.  You will be responsible to have an independently chosen novel with you every day in every class.  We will expect you to do independent reading at home as well.  One day per cycle you will complete a response based on your independent reading.  These responses will be part of your English grade and will be kept in a Reading Folder.

Listening and Speaking

· There are times throughout the year when you will have the opportunity to sharpen these two skills.  You will:
· Read in-class writing to partner or to the class.
· Be an appropriate audience for quickwrite reading.
· Participate in class discussions.
· Interact with each other in cooperative groups
· Follow given directions.
Language Arts Notebook

Your notebook for this class will have 3 sections.  Please use dividers!!

1. Permanent Section

This section of your notebook will contain papers that you will need for the entire year.  This direction sheet is one example and your team contract is another.  Your daily log will be housed in this section as will a supply of loose-leaf paper.  This should be a safe place to keep things.

2. Notebook Pages

This section will contain the numbered notebook pages which will be distributed throughout each unit of study.  These pages are displayed across the front of the blackboard for organization.  If you are ever absent, extra pages are kept in the little shelves in the back of the room next to the door.  It is your responsibility to get papers you miss.  This section will be emptied as we finish each unit of study and take a notebook quiz.

3. “Returned Papers” Section

This section contains any papers returned to you with grades on them.    

((  A note about Homework ((

We will usually assign homework 3-4 nights per week.  Some weeks will be heavier than others.  Some of this homework will be written and some will be assigned reading which may or may not be quizzed the next day.  BE PREPARED!!  Just because we do not assign homework specifically does not mean that you do not have any!!!  Reading and writing are life-long skills that need to be sharpened daily.  You should read or write something every night even if no other work is assigned.  Choose something you like.  Be sure to attack you homework daily.  Make it a priority!  It can make or break your grade.

Remember: I           *  It is recommended that all work be done in pen or typed .  If work is illegible, it will be returned to
be re-done and resubmitted THE NEXT DAY.  If it is not submitted the next day, it will not be accepted and will receive a zero.   
Submitting Work


Work completed early may be turned in using the white baskets on the counter labeled with the appropriate section.  Unless you are absent, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  If you need extra time to complete a task due to absence, you are permitted an extra day for each day of your absence.  Formal writing assignments submitted for grading must be done in PEN or TYPED.
Classroom supplies

There is a limited quantity of classroom supplies available to you in this classroom.  There are staplers, tape dispensers, rulers, crayons, and paper available to you.  Please be respectful of these supplies and do not abuse them.  There is also a small classroom library located on the table in the front of the room.  If you are interested in any title, please see me to borrow the book.  

Lavatory Passes


Just to restate this team procedure…you MUST ask permission to us the lavatory pass.  There are a few appropriate times to do this.  These are:

· At the change of class

· In the last five minutes of class when the lesson is clearly ended

· At any time when we are not giving instruction to the entire class or when there is no reading aloud going on. 

Use your best judgment.  Sign out on the clipboard on the locker near the door and take the appropriate pass with you.  When you return, sign back in.  Make your choices wisely.  

**Locker passes are not permitted.  Come prepared for class.**

(((  One final note (((

We believe that FAIRNESS is the cornerstone of a successful classroom.  This classroom is set up for your benefit and convenience as you learn.  If we have not provided anything you need, please let us know.  Any THINGS not mentioned in these classroom procedures are our personal property and we would appreciate that they be respected as such.  We would never think of going into your locker or bookbag; therefore, please do not use any of our personal supplies without first asking if it would be OK.  Thanks. 

